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Labor Day Sunday I was indeed laboring. In fact, I was
sweating bullets. No, to be perfectly candid, I was panicking.
Two weeks before, I must have been momentarily delu-
sional because I volunteered to host our small-group church
Bible study at our home on Labor Day Sunday evening and to
cook the main course — chicken marsala.
Though we have 18 in our group, three couples would be on
the road. A dozen brave souls! One would be my wife, Lynda.
Why chicken marsala? That was one of the courses T had
just learned to cook while
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course, he'd give a brief les-
son pertaining to thar day’s
set of meals. Topics would
range from measurements
and recipes to conduc-
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chicken and the science behind each.

Todd first demonstrated the procedure, then walked us
through the same technique, making sure we replicated the
motions, especially when we were working with the extremely
sharp chef’s knife or sautéing on his very hot commercial gas
stove. “Watch that thumb, Richard,” he often said, taking my
hands and positioning them correctly.

Todd was not at all boring. He easily could have been a
stand-up comedian. That dates back to his days as a sales man-
ager for a jazz station in Raleigh before he left for Baltimore to
run a billboard company. But he woke up one day and decided
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